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Calder Vale St. Johnôs CE Primary School 

Established 1863 

Calder Vale St. Johnôs CE Primary School 
Calder Vale 
Preston 
Lancashire 
PR3 1SR 
 
Telephone/Fax:  01995 603016 
E-mail:  head@caldervale.lancs.sch.uk 
Website:  www.caldervale.lancs.sch.uk 
MOODLE:  vle.caldervale.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Headteacher:  Mrs Helen Hesketh 
 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Grow, Achieve, Explore 

We aim to enable all members of our school community to fulfill their potential within a caring 
Christian ethos. 

 Therefore, as a school, our objectives are to: 

¶ Educate our children intellectually, socially, spiritually, emotionally, physically and 
aesthetically, and so develop the full potential of each child.  

¶ Stimulate pupils to develop lively, enquiring minds and promote active learning in all areas 
of the curriculum.  

¶ Provide every opportunity for the children to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes and 
values needed to enable them to enjoy living in a changing world.  

¶ Be distinguished by the quality of care that we extend to all who are part of our greater 
school community.  

¶ Encourage the children to have respect and consideration for others and so relate 
positively to other people.  

¶ Reflect a commitment to the Christian faith in the family life of the school, and in the 
welcome to children, parents and members of the community.  

¶ Welcome all children from the neighbourhood, whatever their parentsô beliefs.  
¶ Ensure that prayer and worship are central to the life of the school.  
¶ Attach high priority to strong links between school, home and the United Parish. 

 

The information in this prospectus is for the year 2017-2018 

mailto:head@caldervale.lancs.sch.uk
http://www.caldervale.lancs.sch.uk/
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Background 
Calder Vale St. Johnôs Church of England School is an Aided Primary School provided by Church of 
England Trustees to serve principally persons resident in Calder Vale, Oakenclough, Barnacre and parts of 
Claughton-on-Brock.  It provides for children between the ages of 4 and 11 and is maintained by the 
Lancashire County Council as Local Education Authority. Admissions are controlled by the Governors. 
 
St. Johnôs School was built, along with the adjoining Church in 1863.  It is situated on a hill above the village 
of Calder Vale, surrounded by hills and moorland, which border the Forest of Bowland.  From the village, the 
School can be reached via a footpath (one third of a mile).  This path is flanked by the River Calder on one 
side and a fenced-off mill pond on the other.  The footpath continues through Church Wood where in late 
springtime the masses of bluebells are beautiful.  The alternative route for transport is through the hamlet of 
Oakenclough.  Regarding the distance of the school from the village, over the years the question has been 
asked, ñWhy did they build the School and Church up there and not in Calder Vale?ò  The possible answer 
appears to be that a site large enough to accommodate an Anglican School, Church and Churchyard was 
not available in the village.  The problem was eventually solved by the Garnett family of Quernmore Park 
near Lancaster.  Mr. Garnett also owned Bleasdale Tower and the land which is now the School and 
Church.  Before 1863 the School was held in the hall now known as Calder Vale village hall. Even to this 
day many of the senior residents in the village refer to the cottages adjoining the village hall as school 
cottages. 
 
A wooden building, the infantsô classroom, was demolished in 1967 to provide a site for the new extension.  
This was dedicated on 23rd September 1967 by the Bishop of Blackburn, the Right Rev. C. R. Claxton.  
Another classroom attached to the original school building was converted into the school kitchen. 
 
The school enjoys strong community links in its area of Calder Vale, Oakenclough and Barnacre. 

 

Location 

from:  http://www.multimap.com/maps 
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School Organisation and Staff 
There are currently 19 children on roll in two classes.  Children are normally placed in a class according to 
chronological age.   
 
Teaching Staff: 
Class 1 Bluebell Class (Nursery/Reception/Year 1/Year 2) ï Mrs. Woodhouse  
Class 2 Willow Class (Year 3/Year 4/Year 5/Year 6) ï Mrs. Mather 
SENCO and P.E. Teacher ï Mrs. OôBrien 
 
Classroom Support Assistants: 
Mrs. Southward, Miss Carvin, Mrs. Cole  
 
Administration Staff: 
Mrs. Kelsall  
 
Lunchtime Staff: 
Teaching staff, TA staff, Mrs. Kelsall and Mrs. Hesketh cover lunchtimes on a rota basis 
 
Site Supervisor 
Contract cleanings 

 
 

School Hours 
Total teaching time during a normal week is 23 hours 45 minutes for KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) and 23 hours 
20 minutes for Foundation/KS1 (Reception, Years 1 & 2). This excludes the daily act of worship, breaks and 
registration. 
 

¶ The school day begins at 8.55 a.m. and ends at 3.30 p.m. 
            Staff are on duty from 8:45 a.m. on the playground. 

¶ Morning Break is for 15 minutes from 10.15 a.m. ï 10.30.  

¶ Afternoon Break is for 15 minutes from 2.00 p.m. for Foundation/KS1 only. 

¶ Lunchtime is from 12 noon to 1.00 p.m.  
 
Collective Worship is held for 15 minutes each day. 
 
A breakfast club runs daily from 7.45am and after school care is available for any children who require this 
service. 

 

Absence, Health and Medical Matters 
It is a parentôs legal duty to send children to school regularly.  If children are absent for any reason parents 
should telephone school as soon as possible in the morning.  Parents should contact the school every day 
when their child is away because of illness. Failure to contact school could result in your childôs absence 
being recorded as unauthorised.  Please send a letter explaining your childôs absence when the child 
returns to school. 
 
If a child is judged to be too ill to remain at school, or in need of more than basic first aid, parents or their 
nominated representatives, will be contacted with a view to the child being collected from school.  
Exceptions occur where a child sustains very serious injuries, is in need of emergency hospital treatment 
and whose parents and representatives are unavailable. Unless we have previously been instructed in 
writing to the contrary, we shall initiate such treatment as is demanded by the situation and will take all 
possible steps to inform parents at the earliest opportunity.  Minor accidents will be treated from approved 
first aid kits by our qualified first-aiders following first aid guideline. 
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The following illness chart is based on the Public Health England leaflet óGuidance on Infection Control in 
Schools and other Childcare Settingsô but please do also be guided by your doctor. 
           
Illness     Absence from School 
 
Chicken pox Until all vesicles have crusted over.   
 
Measles    4 days from onset of rash. 
 
Mumps    5 days from onset of swollen glands     
         
Rubella (German Measles)  4 days from onset of rash. 
 
Whooping Cough                               5 days from starting antibiotic treatment 
 
Diarrhoea and vomiting 48 hours from last episode of diarrhoea or vomiting 
 
Minor accidents will be treated from approved first aid kits by our qualified first-aiders following first aid 
guideline. 
 
Medicine 
It is the Governorsô policy that children should not bring medicine to school. If children are still poorly, they 
should not be sent back to school. In cases where a child has recovered from illness, but needs to finish off 
a course of antibiotics, a dose before school and another on return home should be sufficient, but please 
check with your Doctor. It is possible for parents to come into school at lunch time to administer the dose, 
bringing the medicine with them.  In exceptional circumstances alternative arrangements can be made in 
consultation with the headteacher. 
 
If a child cannot manage the day without medicine, s/he is not really fit for school. Please donôt send your 
children to school if they are unwell - they wonôt be able to work properly and their illness may spread to 
others. 
 
Asthma, Diabetes etc. 
If your child has a permanent, chronic condition such as asthma, which involves taking medication, please 
make sure that we are fully informed at school so that we can ensure that his/her needs are met. 
 
Occasionally, routine vision and hearing checks will be conducted during the school day. These screening 
procedures have been successful in identifying hidden or unknown problems; parents are urged to co-
operate by allowing children to be screened. When school medicals are to be carried out, notice is always 
given and parents are always given the opportunity to be present. 
 

Request for Holidays 
Regular attendance at school is vital to any pupilôs progress.  Under new legislation introduced in 
September 2013 no pupils are entitled to holiday leave during term time  If you are considering keeping your 
child out of school for a holiday during term time, please request permission from the Headteacher 
beforehand for authorisation. 
 

Journey between Home and School 
Currently most children are transported to and from school on Lancashire County Council approved mini-
buses.  Application forms for transport are available from:  Pupil Access, Lancaster (01524) 581112 
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School Uniform 

All items should be labelled. 
 
Listed below are items of school uniform, please note that navy blue sweatshirts, cardigans and polo shirts 
with school logo printed on can be purchased from Mikeôs Sports World, Garstang. 
 
P.E. Kit:  White T-shirt, navy shorts and black gym pumps (for indoor use); Dark blue or black tracksuit and 
trainers (for outdoor use); white or grey socks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jewellery - Items of jewellery, including earrings, should not be worn.  We cannot accept responsibility for 
their loss or for causing injury in physical activities.  No nail varnish. 
 

New to Reception 
There are many ways in which you, the parents, can help prepare your child for school. There are regular 
nursery sessions at the school and our Treetop Tuesday group meet for themed activities each week with a 
focus on learning outdoors.  This is an ideal time for your child to become familiar with the school, teachers 
and other children in the school.  Please see Mrs. Woodhouse for more information 
 

Keeping in Touch 
Newsletters are sent out on Friday, informing parents of forthcoming events and passing on general news.   
You can get in touch by telephone, email or by calling in at any time.  Messages will be followed up as soon 
as possible.  We also use text messaging to contact parents. 
 
If you would like newsletters sent to you by email please leave your email address with the school clerk.     
 

Child Protection 
If ever there is a situation where it appears to a member of staff that a child has been abused, the school is 
required, as part of the local Child Protection procedures, to report its concern to Social Services 
immediately. 

Girls 
 
Winter: Grey skirt/pinafore, or 
black/grey trousers, white polo shirt, 
navy blue sweatshirt or cardigan, dark 
tights or socks, sensible shoes. 
 
Summer: Blue checked or striped 
dresses 
 
Swimming Kit: One-piece swimming 
costume, hat and towel. 
 

Boys 
 
Winter: Grey/Black trousers, white polo 
shirt, navy blue sweatshirt, dark socks, 
sensible shoes.   
 
Summer: Grey trousers or shorts, navy 
blue polo shirt. 
 
Swimming Kit: Swimming trunks, (knee 
length colourful beach shorts are not 
allowed), towel. 
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The School Curriculum 
When a child first comes to the school in Year R we set out to provide a sound basis for learning in the 
Foundation Stage before they move on to the National Curriculum.  The National Curriculum specifies four 
Key Stages in relation to the period of compulsory education (from 5-16 years of age).  Key Stage 1:  5 to 7 
years; Key Stage 2:  7 to 11 years; Key Stage 3:  11-14 years; Key Stage 4:  14-16 years. 
 
In Key Stages 1 and 2 (Year 1 to Year 6) all of the subjects of the National Curriculum are taught to all of the 
children in the school.  English, Mathematics, Science and Information Communications Technology are the 
core subjects of the National Curriculum; History, Geography, Design Technology, Music, Art, P.E. are the 
foundation subjects of the National Curriculum.  The non-statutory subjects of P.S.H.E. (Personal Social and 
Health Education) and Citizenship are also taught. In addition to these ten National Curriculum subjects 
Religious Education is also taught throughout the school, following the Blackburn Diocese RE Scheme of 
Work and all children learn French. 
 
Primary education should be hugely positive and a rich experience for all children.  Learning at Calder Vale 
School means learning not only different things but learning in different ways:  out-of-doors, through play, in 
small groups, through art, music and sport and from each other, from adults other than teachers. 
 
There will also be a mixture throughout the school of teaching techniques, which include whole class 
teaching, group activities and individual work. Since we recognise that in every age group there will be 
children covering a wide range of ability we do make every effort to ensure that the level of the work set is 
appropriate to children's abilities. This means that for some of their work the children will be grouped by 
ability within the class. 
 
FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM (Reception) 
The curriculum is organised into six areas of learning:  
¶ personal, social and emotional development 
¶ communication, language and literacy 
¶ problem solving, reasoning and numeracy 
¶ knowledge and understanding of the world 
¶ creative development 
¶ physical development 

 
Personal, social and emotional development  
The children will be given opportunities to: 
¶ develop positive dispositions and attitudes to school, forming good relationships with adults and 

peers 
¶ grow in confidence and self esteem, and develop their independence 
¶ be sensitive to the needs of others and develop respect for their own and other peoplesô cultures and 

beliefs 
 
Communication, language and literacy 
The children will be given opportunities to: 
¶ develop language by interacting with others, listening to stories and rhymes, and by engaging in role-

play activities 
¶ develop alphabet knowledge by naming and sounding letters 
¶ develop reading skills by exploring a range of words and texts 
¶ write their name, simple sentences and develop handwriting skills by writing recognisable letters 

which are formed correctly 
 
Problem solving, reasoning and numeracy 
The children will be given opportunities to: 
¶ use numbers as labels, and for counting using number names and recognising numerals 0 to 9 
¶ use calculating by comparing numbers and using simple addition and subtraction skills 
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¶ use shape, space and measure by using language to describe and compare shape, position, size 
and quantity 

 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 
The children will be given opportunities to: 
¶ investigate objects and materials and identify features of living things 
¶ develop designing and making skills by using a wide range of objects and materials 
¶ develop information and communication technology (I.C.T.) skills by using everyday technology and 

programmable toys 
¶ develop a sense of time by finding out about past and present events in their own lives and those of 

other people 
¶ develop a sense of place by finding out about their environment and the natural world 
¶ develop awareness of their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people 

 
Creative development 
The children will be given opportunities to: 
¶ explore colour, texture, shape, form and space in two or three dimension 
¶ sing songs from memory and recognise and explore how sounds are made in music 
¶ use their imagination in art and design, music, dance, role play and stories 
¶ respond, express and communicate their ideas in a variety of ways 

   
Physical development 
The children will be given opportunities to: 
¶ Move confidently with control, co-ordination and an awareness of space. 
¶ Use a range of small and large equipment with control and safety. 

 
Play 
The Foundation Curriculum places strong emphasis on the importance of play and its integral role in 
supporting the six areas of learning.  At Calder Vale School, we believe that purposeful play is a key way in 
which young children learn. Through structured play, children are able to explore and develop learning 
experiences, which are vital for later skill development.  Above all else, it makes learning fun! 
 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM CORE SUBJECTS (Years 1-6) 
ENGLISH 
The school has a structured approach to the teaching of English in all its aspects, namely speaking and 
listening, reading and writing.   
  
     Reading ï Our aim is to help our pupils into effective adult readers with a positive attitude to language. 
We want them to be able to cope with all the reading demands of the adult world and to be so motivated that 
reading becomes a worthwhile interest in itself.  We use Read Write inc. as the main vehicle for teaching 
phonics. The main scheme used throughout the school is the Oxford Reading tree reading scheme, 
although this is supplemented with a variety of reading books chosen for their suitability to the needs and 
interests of the individual child.  From the childôs reading the teacher will diagnose which skills need to be 
consolidated. As well as a book from the main schemes, your child will be encouraged to read a variety of 
books, which can be borrowed from the fiction and non-fiction sections of the school library. We encourage 
all our children to join the public library service and make full use of this. All children use the mobile library 
service which visits the school every two weeks. Each child works on a structured reading comprehension 
scheme, listens to stories and poetry and is taught how to use books for finding information. 
 
     Home Reading Scheme - Your child will be asked to take the reading scheme book home to read with a 
parent or older brother or sister. The teacher will want your child to read to a certain page and the childôs 
reading record will be marked accordingly. There are sections for both you and the teacher to comment on 
your childôs reading and we hope you will become fully involved in helping your child to learn to read. 
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We hope that our children will enjoy their reading times, rather than find them a chore and will begin to 
develop a positive attitude to the world of books. When your child brings a book home for independent 
reading, it is of benefit if parents would ask questions about the story, characters etc. and about what 
happens next. Children will continue to bring their reading books home as they progress through school. It is 
important that parents continue to hear their children read and generally take an interest in the progress, 
which is being made. As the children become more independent with their reading the practice of reading 
aloud becomes of less importance, although still has some value. Older children should be encouraged to 
make time to read for enjoyment and greatly benefit from seeing adults enjoying reading. 
 
     Writing ï Throughout the school it is our policy to provide opportunities for children to write in a variety of 
ways and for a variety of purposes including using the computer as a word processor.  Emphasis is placed 
upon quality content as well as spelling, punctuation, correct grammar and neat presentation.  Our aim is 
that each child will develop a neat style of handwriting for a variety of purposes; writing reports, writing 
accounts, letter writing, note taking, writing poetry and prose or giving instructions. As the child writes so the 
teacher diagnoses which aspects of grammar and punctuation needs to be covered by the individual child. 
We aim to motivate your child to write accurately and neatly.  
 
MATHEMATICS 
Mathematical skills are developed from Year 1 to Year 6 through the National Numeracy Strategy. 
Emphasis is laid upon understanding, number work (including mental arithmetic and problem solving), 
shape and measures, data handling, investigations and practical activities.  We aim to give our pupils a 
knowledge and appreciation of maths both as a subject of vital importance in everyday life and as a creative 
subject with its own order and pattern.  Number tables and number bonds are very important and we strive 
to ensure that the children gain skills in computation.  For Infants the use of number language and the 
formation of questions and remarks are important in mathematical development. Children learn much by 
practical exploration, especially in sand and water and by discussing their findings and final recording.  Our 
basic schemes cover the essentials in the area of: Using and Applying Mathematics; Number; space and 
Shape; Handling Data and Algebra. We begin from the childrenôs own practical experience, progressing 
later on to the more abstract work.  This work is supplemented by the use of calculators and the computer. 
Parents are strongly encouraged to help children master the multiplication tables and general number 
bonds. 
 
SCIENCE 
We aim to encourage all our children in developing scientific investigative skills using observation, 
classification, prediction, questioning and formulating hypotheses. We will aim to give the children a good 
understanding of life and living processes, materials and their properties and a firm grounding in the 
physical sciences. 
 
INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
We aim to develop the childrenôs capabilities in ICT through a range of curriculum activities including work 
within the National Curriculum subjects. This involves using information sources and IT equipment such as 
computer systems and software, to solve problems, to support learning and to begin to understand the 
implications of ICT for working life and society. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious Education is an important element of the curriculum.  It is taught in accordance with the principles 
of the Church of England and is based upon the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Syllabus. Parents 
have a statutory right to withdraw pupils from religious education. Please contact Ms Huset if you wish to do 
so. 
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NATIONAL CURRICULUM FOUNDATION SUBJECTS (Years 1-6) 
Art 
Art plays an important part in the schoolôs curriculum. It is a resource with which your child can 
communicate and a means by which your childôs sensitivity and awareness of the environment can be 
developed. Children are encouraged to draw from first hand sources and life. They are given the 
opportunities to develop creative skills by experiencing and experimenting with a wide variety of tools and 
media. 
 
At Calder Vale School we believe that understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the arts has the power 
to enrich our lives. We endeavour to introduce the children and educate them to as many art forms as 
possible. We do this by visiting theatres, exhibitions, galleries, museums and live performances in school. 
We use part of our assembly time to focus upon items of art and music. The children sometimes participate 
in local and regional music festivals. 
 
Design & Technology 
We encourage the children to identify the needs and opportunities for design and technological activities, to 
generate designs, which are realistic, achievable and appropriate, and to use resources and a variety of 
tools to make their designs and evaluate their effectiveness. 
 
Geography 
Geography is seen as a practical subject and much use is made of the school grounds and the immediate 
area around the school. The childrenôs natural sense of wonder is stimulated by studies of localities far and 
wide and is now enhanced by use of the Internet. The National Curriculum is taught as half term topics and 
skills are studied discreetly according to age. Pupils are encouraged to work independently using an enquiry 
approach and fieldwork where possible. This learning is developed during visits to a Lancashire Field Study 
Centre where pupils explore settlements, study the environment and develop their map skills through 
cultures and have an understanding of own locality and how it is related to their world. 
 
History 
We aim to develop in the children a degree of understanding and knowledge of history, the ability to make 
meaningful interpretations of history and to make use of a variety of historical sources in their studies. We 
hope that the children will begin to appreciate and enjoy a sense of history. 
 
Modern Foreign Language 
Our aim is for children to be comfortable with languages and therefore teach French across the school. 
 
Music 
We aim to provide an organised musical environment using a wide range of musical experiences to meet 
the needs and interests of the children. Visiting teachers presently teach string instruments. Our music 
curriculum provides musical activities that will enhance other fields of learning such as listening skills, 
acquisition of language, auditory discrimination and social understanding. Our children are encouraged to 
take part in local social gatherings. 
 
Physical & Health Education 
The physical and health education curriculum aims to ensure that by the time your child leaves this school 
he or she has acquired a sound basic knowledge of educational gymnastics, games skills, athletics, dance 
and swimming.  Swimming tuition is provided for all pupils at various times during the school year.  Through 
physical activities we wish to: 
¶ Extend and improve the quality and control of body movements 
¶ Develop to the highest possible standard any potential skill 
¶ Develop a sense of team spirit and co-operation 
¶ Improve overall fitness and promote desirable health habits 

 
Sporting Aims:  At Calder Vale School we aim to promote sport by entering teams in our local schools 
sports and athletics rallies. We employ county approved coaches for a range of sports throughout the year. 
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We are part of the Wyre & Fylde School Sport Partnership. We promote the idea of taking part and 
competing to the best of an individualôs ability as well as the benefits of team effort. 
 
Homework 
The greatest help parents can give is to take an active interest in their childôs work, often by listening to 
them read and discussing the story, or by helping with some research, which interests the child.  We believe 
that children should be encouraged to have wide interest at this stage of their development. Being a 
member of the Brownies, Beavers or Cubs etc. can be of great benefit to them, as is enjoying evenings at 
home with the family. Children from Year 1 upwards and the KS2 class are given homework, which is 
intended to enrich and broaden their education, and to reinforce topics covered in lesson time. This may 
include learning facts and tables, number bonds, verbal reasoning and dictation and possibly other tasks 
that the class teacher considered would be of benefit to the child. 
 
Non-statutory Subjects 
Collective Worship 
Collective Worship is held daily.  The Vicar is invited to come in and help with worship when he has time. 
Parents have the right to withdraw pupils from Collective Worship. Please contact Mrs Hesketh if you wish 
to do so. 
 
Drugs Education 
Calder Vale School is committed to the health and safety of all its members and will take action to safeguard 
their well-being. It will actively discourage the use of illegal substances and the misuses of glue, solvents 
and medicines. 
 
The school acknowledges the importance of its pastoral role in the welfare of young people and through the 
general ethos of the school will provide an environment in which pupils feel able to seek advice and support. 
Drugs awareness is fulfilled through a taught curriculum, the informal curriculum and through opportunities 
for extra-curricular activities. The policy for drug education is available on request. 
 
PSHE 
Through our personal, social, health education policy we aim to enable children to make positive healthy 
choices. The National Curriculum Handbook for PSHE and Citizenship highlights two broad aims for schools 
to which we comply: 
 
¶ The school curriculum should aim to provide opportunities for all pupils to learn and to achieve. 
¶ The school curriculum should aim to promote pupilôs spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

and prepare all pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life. 
 
Sex Education 
The schoolôs current practice is to invite the school nurse into school to discuss puberty and growing up with 
children in Year 6.  Other aspects of relationships and reproduction are dealt with as they occur in the 
Science curriculum or as a part of personal, social and health education, or PSHE.  Parents have the right to 
withdraw their children from these lessons.  Any parents who wish to exercise this right should contact the 
Headteacher who will then make suitable alternative arrangements. 
 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
Attainment Targets 
These are objectives for each subject, setting out the level of knowledge, skill and understanding that the 
pupils are expected to reach. 
 
Pupil Individual Targets 
Each term with the class teacher pupils draw up targets for attainment. These targets are recorded on the 
term reports and sent in homework bags for parents to see.  
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Assessment 
We believe that the main aim of assessment is to move children on in their learning. It provides feedback for 
pupils and parents, monitors progress and provides information for the future schools our pupils may attend.  
The following are used in school: 
 
¶ Continuous Teacher Assessment which involves observation and internal tests 
¶ Foundation Stage Profile (Reception) 
¶ Statutory National Curriculum tests in Years 2 & 6 in the Summer term 
¶ Optional National Curriculum tests in Years 3, 4 and 5 in the Summer term 
¶ PIPS (Performance Indicators in Primary Schools) ï Baseline (Reception), Yr 1 ï Yr 6 
¶ Standardised reading and spelling tests as appropriate 
¶ Involvement of outside agencies to assess children who have particular difficulties e.g. with reading 

or writing agencies to assess children who have particular difficulties e.g. with reading or writing. 
 
Parentsô Evenings and Reports 
Parentsô Evenings will be held and parents are formally invited to see their child's work and discuss with the 
class teacher their child's progress.  Term reports are sent out at the end of the Autumn and Spring terms 
with a full school report at the end of the Summer term for all children.  Summer reports will include the 
results of the statutory tests for pupils in Years 2 and 6.  Besides these formal means of informing you of 
your child's progress, you are of course welcome to contact the school at any time to speak to the class 
teacher or Headteacher.  In both cases please arrange an appointment.   
 

                                                             
 
 

Special Educational Needs  
The staff of Calder Vale School recognise and treat all children as individuals and closely monitor their 
individual progress. We actively pursue early intervention and as a result of this monitoring, some of the 
children will be identified as having special educational needs. We take positive steps to overcome these 
problems. These steps include informing the parents and discussing with them the action that we propose to 
take. We provide Individual Education Plans for all children who are recognised as having Special 
Educational Needs. 
 
There may also be involvement of outside agencies such as the Lancashire Education Inclusion Service and 
the Educational Psychologist Service.  If these outside agencies, along with the parents and the staff, 
consider that the child has major problems relating to learning difficulties, physical handicap or behavioural 
issues, then the child will be put forward for a statement of Special Educational Needs.  Pupils who have 
statements of Special Educational Need will also have their own Individual Education Plan, which is 
monitored very closely by the staff and reviewed annually with parents.  
 
It is our policy to treat disabled pupils in the same way as all other pupils. This applies to admissions criteria, 
access to all curriculum areas (unless a Special Educational Needs Statement dictates otherwise) and 
pastoral care.  
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Inclusion 

Calder Vale St. Johnôs CE Primary School is an inclusive school and we welcome applications from all 
parents, including those whose children have disabilities.  The school has an equal opportunities policy that 
is monitored by the governors and positive attitudes are encouraged in all areas of school life. 
 
In the event of any application from the parents of a disabled child, we will do all that we reasonably can to 
make the necessary adaptations to our buildings, curriculum and routines to accommodate any childôs 
special needs.  We will seek the advice and support of both parents and outside agencies to ensure that any 
child has the opportunity to attend our school.  Wherever possible we will make physical adaptations to the 
building and provide support, both in terms of staff and physical resources to ensure that all children can 
enjoy full access to the life of the school. 
 
The school maintains an Access Plan that prioritises the development of the buildings in order to ómaximiseô 
disabled access.  Through the Access Plan we are continually striving to adapt our buildings.  Some of 
these developments will take place as a part of routine maintenance, some as planned major projects.  The 
policy is monitored and updated annually by the governorsô Resources Committee.  This year we installed 
new doors to the Infant area of the school. 
 

Educational Visits 
The school organizes educational visits to a variety of places 
including theatre, museums including re-enactments, sporting 
venues etc. in order to extend the experience of pupils. The 
planning of educational visits is carried out in line with LEA and DfE 
guidelines. We ask parents to sign a consent form, which covers all 
our educational visits. 
 
Residential Visits - Year 5 and 6 children are given the opportunity 
to go on a five-day residential visit to London and an outdoor and 
adventurous centre on alternative years. 
 
Charges for School Activities & Educational Visits 
We consider educational visits to be an important part of your childôs education. We will write to you in 
advance of any proposed visit stating its purpose and inviting voluntary contributions towards the cost.  If for 
any reason enough funds cannot be realised for the visit, then it will be cancelled and all contributions will 
be refunded.   
 
Recent changes in the law have made it necessary for the Governing Bodies of Schools to issue a policy 
statement about charging for some school activities. The Governors of Calder Vale School set out their 
policy below. 
 
Education during school hours 
Education during school hours will be free of charge. The School may, however, invite voluntary 
contributions for the benefit of the school or in support of any optional activity organised by the school. For 
example, where the school wishes to organise an educational visit or trip there is no obligation to contribute, 
but if there are not enough voluntary contributions then the trip may not take place. 
 
Education outside school hours 
The Governors reserve the right to charge for activities offered as an optional extra, which are wholly, or 
mainly outside school hours. 
 

London 2016 

Borwick Hall ï May 2017 
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Residential Visits 
All residential visits are optional extras. The Governors will charge for board and lodgings where a school 
activity involves pupils in nights away from home. The law states, however, that anyone in receipt of Family 
Credit or Income Support is entitled to claim remission of charges for board and lodgings on residential trips 
at LCC owned sites. 
 
Musical Instrument Tuition 
There will be no charge for the cost of individual tuition in the playing of musical instruments where the 
tuition is provided by our own teaching staff or volunteer parents. 
 

School Meals and Fruit 
Children may order and pay for a school meal. Our school food is supplied by The Barn at Scorton. The 
menu consists of two freshly prepared meal choices each day and these are reviewed by staff, children and 
parents each half term. We ask parents to pay for a half term in advance although where this is not possible 
alternative arrangements can be made. School milk is available to all children who wish to have a drink of 
milk at playtime, there is a small charge for this, payable termly. We encourage children to have a healthy 
diet by taking part in the free fruit scheme for Reception ïYear 2. Fresh fruit is available for years 3 ï 6 
every day. There is a small charge for this. Children are not allowed to bring biscuits sweets or crisps for 
playtime.  The children are encouraged to drink water during the day.  The school has been awarded the 
Lancashire Healthy School Quality Mark for Healthy Eating.  
 

Parental Involvement 
It is our school policy to actively involve parents and grandparents in school because there are many social 
and educational benefits for the children.  Parent helpers support us in a variety of ways including: 
 
¶ hearing readers 
¶ preparing craft work 
¶ general assistance 

 
All volunteers are required to hold an Enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service check. 

 

Complaints Procedure 
We encourage parents to speak directly to the teachers as soon as possible if they have any concerns 
regarding their childôs education.  We aim to resolve problems informally and encourage open 
communication.  If this does not provide a satisfactory outcome, parents can complain formally to the 
governing body or directly to the LEA.  A copy of the complaints procedure is available at school. 
 

Calder Vale School Association 
Parents are invited to take an active part in the work of School Association, membership of which is free.  
The Association is run by a committee of parents.  A wide variety of activities take place throughout the 
year, raising a substantial sum of money from which the school benefits enormously.  This year the 
Association are raising money to help with the school garden. 
 
Current Officers of Calder Vale School Association: Chair: Mrs. Nicky Mason; Secretary: Mrs. Pam Miller; 
Treasurer: Mrs. Joanne Commander 
 

Photographic Images 
The school has a Photograph Policy, which is available for parents to view in the school office.  All parents 
will be asked to sign a general consent form.  Parents and relatives of pupils should note that any 
photographs or video film they take at school events are likely to contain images of other children who will 
not have given permission to be filmed or photographed.  Such images should not be circulated more widely 
than the family; i.e. they should be for the familyôs use only.  Any photograph or video film taken by parents 
or relatives must be solely for the individualsô familiesô use and must not be distributed more widely. 

insert photo of 

children with 

instruments 
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External publications such as newspapers, magazines and films ï if the pupils can be identified in images 
then no names will be used.  If names and any information than can identify a child are needed then no 
recognisable image can be used. 

 
Admissions Policy 
Making an application 
Applications for admission to the school for September 2018 should be made on the common application 
form enclosed with the Local Authorityôs brochure and also on the Diocesan Supplementary form between 
1st September 2017 and 15th January 2018.  It is not normally possible to change the order of your 
preferences for schools after the closing date. 
 
Parents must complete the Local Authority application form, stating three preferences.  Parents who wish 
their application to this Church school to be considered against the faith criteria should also complete the 
supplementary form.  If the school is oversubscribed, a failure to complete the supplementary form may 
result in your application for a place in this school being considered against lower priority criteria as the 
Governing Body will have no information upon which to assess the worship attendance. 
 
Applications may also be made on-line on the common application form; however, the Diocesan 
Supplementary Form must be handed in to the appropriate school or schools. 
 
Letters informing parents of whether or not their child has been allocated a place will be sent out by the 
Local Authority in April 2017.  Parents of children not admitted will be informed of the reason and offered an 
alternative place by the Authority.   
 
Admission procedures 
Arrangements for admission have been agreed following consultation between the governing body, the 
Diocesan Board of Education, Local Authorities and other admissions authorities in the area.   
 
The number of places available for admission to the Reception class in the year 2017 will be a 
maximum of 10. 
 
The governing body will not place any restrictions on admissions to the reception class unless the number of 
children for whom admission is sought exceeds their admission number.  By law, no infant class may 
contain more than thirty children.  The Governing Body operates a system of equal preferences under which 
they consider all preferences equally and the Local Authority notifies parents of the result. In the event that 
there are more applicants than places, after admitting all children with a statement of educational need 
naming the school, the governing body will allocate places using the criteria below, which are listed in order 
of priority. 
 

1. (a) Children in Public Care. 
  
 (b) Children with special medical or social circumstances affecting the child where these needs can only be 

met at this school. 
NOTE: Professional supporting evidence from eg a doctor, psychologist, social worker, is essential if 

admission is to be made under the criterion for special medical or social circumstances, and such 
evidence must set out the particular reasons why the school in question is the most suitable 
school and the difficulties which would be caused if the child had to attend another school. 

 
2. Children whose parents live within the ecclesiastical boundaries of the United Parish of Scorton, 

Barnacre and Calder Vale, or the civil parishes of Calder Vale and Barnacre-with-Bonds.  A map 
showing the boundaries is available in school. 

 
3.  Children whose parents live outside the parish: 
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(a) Children who have a sibling attending the school on the date of application and on the date of admission.  
Siblings include step, half, foster, adopted brothers and sisters living at the same address. 
(b) Children with a parent/guardian worshipping in a church in membership of Churches Together in 
England. 

 óParental worshippingô is normally taken to mean a minimum of monthly attendance at church at public 
worship for over at least six months. The date on which this is judged is the 1st September in the year of 
application for admission to the school.  

 The governors will request confirmation of this from the relevant member of the clergy or church 
officer.   
The list of Churches can be found on the Churches Together in England website at cte.org.uk, and is taken 
as that on the 1st September in the year of application for admission to the school. Churches in membership 
of the equivalent bodies in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales are accepted.  
 
(c) Other children.  
 
Tie break 
Where there are more applicants for the available places within a category, then the distance between the 
Ordnance Survey address points for the school and the home measured in a straight line will be used as the 
final determining factor, nearer addresses having priority over more distant ones.  This address point is 
within the body of the property and usually located at its centre. Where the cutoff point is for addresses 
within the same building, then the single measure between address points will apply and the Local 
Authority's system of a random draw will determine which address(es) receive the offer(s). 
 
Admissions information: 
In 2017, there were 4 applications for 10 places  
 
Late applications for admission  
Where there are extenuating circumstances for an application being received after the last date for 
applications, and it is before the governors have established their list of pupils to be admitted, then it will be 
considered alongside all the others. 
 
Otherwise, applications which are received after the last date will be considered after all the others, and 
placed on the waiting list in order according to the criteria. 
 
Waiting list  
Where we have more applications than places, the admissions criteria will be used. Children who are not 
admitted will have their name placed on a waiting list.  The names on this waiting list will be in the order 
resulting from the application of the admissions criteria.  Since the date of application cannot be a criterion 
for the order of names on the waiting list, late applicants for the school will be slotted into the order 
according to the extent to which they meet the criteria.  Thus it is possible that a child who moves into the 
area later to have a higher priority than one who has been on the waiting list for some time.  If a place 
becomes available within the admission number, the child whose name is at the top of the list will be offered 
a place.  This is not dependent on whether an appeal has been submitted. 
 
This waiting list will operate for the full autumn term. 
 
Address of pupil            
The address used on the schoolôs admission form must be the current one at the time of application, ie the 
familyôs main residence.  If the address changes subsequently, the parents should notify the school.  Where 
the parents live at different addresses, and there is shared parenting, the address used will normally be the 
one where the child wakes up for the majority of Monday to Friday mornings.  If there is any doubt about 
this, then the address of the Child Benefit recipient will be used. Parents may be asked to show evidence of 
the claim that is being made for the address, e.g. identity cards of various sorts showing the childôs address 
as the one claimed.  Where there is dispute about the correct address to use, the governors reserve the 
right to make enquiries of any relevant third parties, e.g. the childôs GP, Council Tax Office, Electoral 
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Registration Officer, utilities provider.  For children of UK Service personnel and other Crown Servants 
returning to the area proof of the posting is all that is required. 
 
Non-routine admissions 
It sometimes happens that a child needs to change school other than at the ñnormalò time; such admissions 
are known as non-routine admissions.  In order to obtain a school place in mid year, it is necessary to fill in 
the Local Authority's Common Application Form, stating three preferences.  The form must be returned to 
the Area Pupil Access Team.  If you wish to apply to this school on the grounds of your faith commitment 
then it may be helpful to your application to complete the Diocesan Supplementary Form and return it to the 
school.  The Local Authority will consider your three preferences equally, in liaison with other admissions 
authorities.  The offer of a place can only be made by the Local Authority. 
 
If you wish to visit the school before stating your preferences, please contact us. 
 
Appeals for children moving into the area will not be considered until there is evidence of a permanent 
address, e.g. exchange of contracts or tenancy agreement with rent book.  Please note that you cannot re-
apply for a place at a school within the same school year unless there has been relevant, significant and 
material change in the family circumstances. 
 
Appeals 
Where the governors are unable to offer a place because the school is over subscribed, parents have the 
right to appeal to an independent admission appeal panel, set up under the School Standards and 
Framework Act, 1998, as amended by the Education Act, 2002.  Parents should notify the clerk to the 
governors at the school as soon as possible. Parents will have the opportunity to submit their case to the 
panel in writing and also to attend in order to present their case.  You will normally receive 14 daysô notice of 
the place and time of the hearing. 
 
Appeals which are received after the deadline will be slotted into the schedule where this is possible.  There 
is no guarantee that this will happen and late appeals may be heard after the stipulated date at a second 
round of hearings.  The schedule is subject to change depending upon the availability of appeal panel 
members, clerks, venues and the number of appeals for each school (which will vary year on year). 
 
If your child was refused a place in Reception or Key Stage 1 because of Government limits on Infant class 
sizes, the grounds on which your appeal could be successful are limited.  You would have to show that the 
decision was one which in the circumstances no reasonable governing would have made, or that your child 
would have been offered a place if the governorsô admissions arrangements had been properly 
implemented.   
 
Please note that this right of appeal against the governorsô decision does not prevent you from making an 
appeal in respect of any other school. 
 
Fraudulent applications 
Where the governing body discovers that a child has been awarded a place as the result of an 
intentionally misleading application from a parent (for example a false claim to residence in the 
catchment area or of involvement in a place of worship) which effectively denies a place to a child 
with a stronger claim, then the governing body is required to withdraw the offer of the place.  The 
application will be considered afresh and a right of appeal offered if a place is refused. 
 
Deferred admission 
If your child is due to start school during the next academic year, it is important that you apply for a place for 
September.  If your childôs fifth birthday is between the months of September and December, then, if you 
wish it, admission may be deferred until January; if it is between January and April, then admission may be 
deferred until the start of the summer term though it is likely to be in your childôs interest to start no later than 
January.  You may also request that your child attend school part time until he/she reaches his/her fifth 
birthday. 
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Twins, etc 
Where there are twins, etc wanting admission and there is only a single place left within the admission 
number, then the governing body will exercise as much flexibility as possible within the requirements of 
infant class sizes.  If places for both twins or all triplets, etc cannot be offered, the family will be advised 
accordingly. This may also apply to siblings who are in the same year group.  If only a single place can be 
offered for twins, then the Local Authority's system for a random draw will decide which pupil receives an 
offer. 
 

Comparative Report  
Results are not published due to small numbers in cohort and children can be easily identified. 

 


